
To chart the course and provide resources needed
 to enhance the natural and recreational assets 

throughout the Minsi Lake area.

Friends of Minsi Lake
Address: P.O. Box 261, Bath, PA 18014      Phone: 610-829-6404   

www.facebook.com/FOML.orgCheck us out on 



Minsi Lake – The Background
• PA Fish & Boat Commission built Minsi Lake in 1970 for public recreation.

• Northampton County Parks & Recreation has leased the lake & 
 surrounding land as part of the county park system since 1975.

• Minsi Lake Park is 311 acres: 117-acre Minsi Lake & 194 acres of 
 surrounding parkland. 

• PFBC maintains the lake, dam & outlet structures; Northampton County
 maintains the surrounding parkland.

• PA Dept. of Environmental Protection deemed Minsi Lake Dam deficient in
 structural stability & outlet capacity to withstand a maximum flood event.
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Friends of Minsi Lake Committee (FOML)
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Minsi Lake Dam – The PFBC Plan

• PFBC drained Minsi Lake in spring 2017 in preparation for the dam 
 rehabilitation & spillway reconstruction project.

• Over 5,000lbs of fish were netted & relocated from the lake before total
 drawdown in 2017.

• PFBC has budgeted $4 million for the dam rehabilitation project.

• The spillway will be demolished & rebuilt much larger.

• 3,000’ earthen dam will be raised 2.3’.

• Project expected to begin in late 2017 & last two-three years before
 it’s completed & the lake is refilled
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• Northampton County Parks & Recreation developed a Park Assets 
 Inventory of existing conditions & needed improvements at Minsi Lake Park.

• NorCo Parks then reached out to the community to help it form Friends of
 Minsi Lake to raise public awareness & funds to improve the park.

• Northampton County Junior Conservation School volunteered to establish
 FOML as a standing committee within the school’s nonprofit charitable 
 organization. 

• FOML will assist in planning, raising funds for & implementing a capital
 park & habitat improvement project with PFBC & Northampton County.

FOML Mission Statement: To support Minsi Lake and improve the area’s con-
servation value, encourage economic development and enhance recreational 
opportunities for everyone who lives, works and/or plays in Northampton County.

FOML Purpose Statement: To chart the course and provide resources needed 
to enhance the natural and recreational assets throughout the Minsi Lake area. 

Minsi Lake – The Northampton County 
Plan & Friends of Minsi Lake
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• Minsi Lake & surrounding parklands were identified for recreational
 improvements in Livable Landscapes: An Open Space Plan for
 Northampton County. 

• FOML is developing a public education & outreach campaign to 
 explain the plan & engage the community in the Minsi Lake Project.

 o Phase I: In-Lake Habitat Improvement Project—build over 860
  fish & turtle habitat structures in Minsi Lake while it’s empty.
 o Phase II: Accessible Recreation Project—build accessible 
  fishing pier, kayak launch, picnic area & restrooms for people of 
  all physical abilities.
 o Phase II: Minsi Lake Trail Network—design & build a trail system 
  that connects Minsi Lake to other outdoor recreation sites near & far.

Minsi Lake – The Northampton County & FOML Plan
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Friends of Minsi Lake (FOML) Officers 
and Committee Delegates

At Large      Judith Henckel 

LV Center for Independent Living  Bob Amelio, Brian Rogers

Martins-Jacoby Watershed Assn.  John Mauser (Chair), Spirit Rutzler

NorCo Open Space    Bryan Cope

NorCo Parks & Recreation Division Gordon Heller (Vice Chair)

NorCo Parks & Recreation Division Jim Wilson (Secretary)

NorCo Junior Conservation School   Norman Graver, Lydia Hosford (Treasurer)

PA Representative Emrick   Bob Kilbanks, Kirsten Esposito

PA Senator Scavello    Taylor Munoz, Kristine Bush

Slate Belt Rising     Mike Ortoski, Steve Reider

Upper Mount Bethel Township  Larry Ott, Rick Fisher
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• 311 acres of land & water owned by PFBC & leased to Northampton 
 County as Minsi Lake Park.

• 3.7 square miles of forested lands in the East Branch Martins Creek 
 watershed drain into Minsi Lake.

• 1,000s of acres of additional public forestlands surround the Minsi 
 Lake watershed.

• Adjacent & nearby public lands include Bear Swamp, Twin Lakes, 
 Tott’s Gap, Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area & the 
 Appalachian National Scenic Trail Corridor.

• Minsi Lake is the largest, most popular & one of only two public lakes
 in Northampton County.
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Install a pedestrian bridge over the new spillway Construct over 860 fish habitat structures

Install new picnic tables and accessible tables Construct new restroom facilities

Install an accessible kayak launch Install an accessible fishing pier 
And much more….


